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6.7 The methodological potential of interactive approach in the context of teaching 
English in proficiency at the university education 

 

The use of interactive methods of learning is one of the topical issues of the 

methodology of teaching English as a foreign language. Having been to the USA at the 

Language Institute to train teaching English methodology the author would like to 

share the gained knowledge in it. As interactive training is a form of organization of 

cognitive activities, the aim of which is to create learning environments in which the 

student feels his success and confidence. It activates the creative activity of students, 

trains and develops their ability to think critically and objectively. 

Having received the qualitative competence of university training students 

would easily be adapted to the situation in real life in order to become successful in 

their careers in modern society. Modern communication technologies have made 

possible access to a huge number of different types of information. 

The formation of the English language competence during the students’ study at 

the university is very important for them to acquire knowledge and skills which should 

ensure future specialists to be successful in the real society. The questions of the 

formation of the English language competence under the influence of globalization are 

reflected in the scientific works of many researchers and practitioners. Some of them 

are going to discuss in order to help teachers in solving the certain practical problems 

in the process of study students gain knowledge required by the labor market. 

Changes in the modern world, as an objective tendency to cooperation in the 

methods and forms of functioning of all spheres of life, demonstrate to scientists new 

conditions and facts for the explanation of which new concepts are needed. 

Modern approaches to education are associated with the challenges of its 

globalization, global universities and the global market for educational services. The 

globalization of education contributes to the standardization of teaching under the 

influence of modern social technologies and the emergence of global researched 

networks. The main factor that made influence on education is the economic ideology 
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of globalization, which underlines the primary importance of the market, privatization 

and the reduction of the role of the public sector. 

      Increasing competition in the context of growing globalization brings to the 

system of education every time more serious requirements: 1) ensuring continuous 

training, retraining and professional development of personnel; 2) cost-effective use of 

it in the constantly changing conditions of the market economy; 3) need to give the 

future employee a broad education, including knowledge in the field of 

entrepreneurship, on crisis management, maneuverability in choosing the direction of 

production development, drawing up strategic plans and appropriate design of labor 

collectives; 4) teaching staff skills for the perception of new knowledge that will be 

needed to perform specific work in a competitive environment. 

In the last current years many countries around the world have been reformed 

the national education systems, the content and direction of which is increasingly 

determined by globalization. The transformation of education into an important factor 

in the competitiveness of not only individual producers but also national economies as 

a whole requires a system of education of great flexibility, openness to change and the 

ability to respond adequately to them. 

Nowadays the study of English has some difficulties. Exactly the use of 

information and communication technologies can greatly facilitate studying of the 

modern vocabulary of foreign language for future specialists. Considerable attention 

should be paid to the application multimedia technologies, which simultaneously use 

texts, graphics, video material, sound effects, animations – all this is a collection of 

audio and visual effects along with interactive software that affects emotional and 

conceptual spheres, contribute to a more effective assimilation of linguistic material. 

Combination of visual image, text and audio provides an opportunity for integrated 

development language skills for a student in a foreign language. This process has 

interactive character due to two-way communication: the ability to communicate with 

the computer, when the student and computer can ask questions and get answers to 

them. It is well known that the learning efficiency increases with the use of visual 
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illustrations, and multimedia tools combine videos, audio materials, illustrations, 

tables, etc. on one CD or DVD. Thanks to this technologies educational systems of the 

new generation have emerged, which transform the process of learning in an exciting 

game. It should be noted that new information technologies do not stand in one place, 

they quickly develop, are refined. Internet resources that replaced audio materials, CD 

and DVD open up great opportunities for students studying English. 

There are obvious advantages of using the Global Network. Internet creates the 

conditions for obtaining various information in any point of the globe: the national 

science material, to get acquainted with articles from newspapers and magazines, use 

virtual tours, on-line radio, 3D panoramas, Google maps, to read an interesting book, 

for example about the lives of residents of different countries of the world, and so on. 

This information is on our view is necessary for students not only for preparation for 

classes, but also for leisure activities, for personal and intellectual development. 

On this site the frequency dictionary of the English language is presented. You 

can select the first thousand of the most frequently used words in the menu and study 

them. When you hover on a word or a black square next to it, a window with a 

translation into Russian and transcription pops up, and when you click on it you will 

hear the sound of the word. The only downside of this site is the lack of context so you 

learn only individual words, not the rules for their use. However, if you need to work 

on vocabulary and you prefer Russian-language sites this resource will suit you. 

Among these technologies there are debates, discussions, round tables, 

conferences, role – playing. Their goal is the creation of additional conditions for the 

development of communicative competence of students, the formation of public 

speaking skills, the skills of dialogue and monologue speech of students in the course of 

discussions in a foreign language. During the discussion students develop their capacity 

for creative tasks. They learn to express themselves fluently, to manage their own 

emotions and to cooperate with other people. 

Such a training allows to develop skills and abilities to use language as a 

communication tool. It is a leading principle of communicative orientation. The task of 



THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE FUNCTIONING OF EDUCATION. WAYS TO 
IMPROVE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 471

the teacher during the discussion is to guide and assist the process of information 

exchange by referring to the personal experience of participants in the discussion, to 

support and encourage their activity, to identify the variety of points of view. 

Project activity is another effective interactive method of learning a foreign 

language. It must be emphasized that the creation of the project is a complex work. It is 

interesting for students who what to be real scientists, to gain experience in work with 

scientific literature, as well, as to learn the practical application of knowledge in the field 

of informational and computer technologies. 

Creative project as a form of extracurricular activity on the subject is irreplaceable 

during the “round tables”, newspaper competitions, is preparation for concerts and plays 

in a foreign language. 

 The following methods for interactive learning are used at the English lessons in 

our pharmaceutical university, the examples of which are given. 

1. Introducing a “hook” – to begin a class with an interesting or controversial 

question that acts as a “warm-up”. A “hook” is intended to capture the students‘ 

attention, to activate their sensory memory and refer to prior knowledge. By applying a 

“hook”, the teacher manages to connect the students responses with the content of the 

lesson. 

2. Using a misconception example – to incorrect assumptions, wrong applications 

and asking students to tell the problem with it. 

3. Making students get information - instead of telling students what you think is 

important for them to know, it is relevant to first pose a question or a problem and get a 

student predict an answer. 

4. Peer explanation – inviting students to discuss the key concepts with their peers, 

and then summarize them in 1-2 sentences. 

5. One-minute summary: making students to pause, reflect and write one-minute 

summary of what they have learnt. 

6. Introducing polls, quizzes and surveys. A simple way to check understanding 

of a topic to intersperse the class with interactive questions, to check on knowledge 
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retention and understanding during a lesson, encourage greater number of participations 

to debate. 

Expected learning outcomes: by the end of the lesson, students are expected to 

develop understanding of basic English vocabulary in different pharmaceutical career. 

Materials and resources: PP presentation, laptop and projection screen, videos on various 

pharmacy specialty. Introduction. Welcome words and lesson objectives. The “hook” – 

discussing the picture at the slide.  Questions to students on this slide. 

Here is the following fragment of the lesson outline which features the main 

interactive learning strategies as described above. 

LESSON OUTLINE 

Lesson topic: “PHARMACEUTICAL CARE” 

Teacher’s Name: ________________________ 

Lesson: At the Chemist‘s 

Total Time: 90 minutes 

Date: __________________________________ 

1. Lesson Objective: Students will be able to: 

- Describe minor illness; 

- To advise someone about a health problem; 

- To buy medications in a drugstore; 

- To describe and complain about health feeling. 

2. Functions: 

Explaining the drugstore vocabulary. 

Giving descriptions of the drugstores (National & American). 

Describing and comparing differences and similarities of pharmaceutical care 

systems, showing the preferences. 
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3. Teaching Points: 

Grammar: 

If I do … (If I find …, I‘ll …) 

If I did … (If I found …, I would …) 

If I were you, I would … 

I would … if I were you. 

Vocabulary: 

Skin applications   Analgesic    Prescription 

Poisonous drugs   Cough mixtures   Laxatives 

Expectorants   Antiseptics    Hot-water bottles 

Pills     Drug cabinets   Coloured labels 

4. Training Aids Needed: 

HO1(handsout) – list of the drug store vocabulary 

HO2, HO3, HO3, HO4, HO7, and HO8 – practice exercises in reading 

(grammar, vocabulary), speaking, listening and writing skills. 

- Video 

Part There 

a. Two Ss open the discussion with the Presentation (National & American 

pharmaceutical care systems.) 

b. Let the class compare differences and similarities of these health care systems, 

showing the preferences. Class/group work. 

Part four 

1. Break the Ss into 2 groups. 
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Group A: Pharmacist. 

Group B: Customer. 

Let Ss use the dialogue (HO#7) as a pattern to perform their own dialogues. 

Have the Ss take the authentic drugs (T Hands them) 

2. Have Ss practice the various drugstore activities with a partner. Ss write a 

composition on the following situations: 

- If I were a health care Minister, I would do/change… 

- If I were a drugstore owner I would… 

- If I were a pharmacist 

5. Closing 

Summarize the high lights of the lesson. 

H/w: 

- Practicing conditionals (If I were you…) 

- Voc… Ex 

- Finish and response a written composition 

6. Reserve activity 

Give 2 Supplementary tasks to do in class. 

7. Verification/Test 

Thus, the use of interactive teaching methods in extracurricular activities is one 

of the most effective ways to achieve the main goal of learning a foreign language in 

order to master the language without time of the lesson. Interactive method has a high 

potential and feasibility in educational process to disclose the most relevant methods of 

instruction and identify potential challenges which can be met while implementing this 

strategy during lessons. 


